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May 1  - Friday 10am

CARING/SHARING MEETING

May 4 - Monday 10:00am

LADIES CIRCLE MEETING

May 6 - Wednesday 1pm

MISSIONS MEETING

May 14 - Thursday 4pm
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MEN’S GROUP MEETING
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As we celebrate Mother’s Day this May, we honor the incredible gift of mothers
and mother figures in our lives—their love, sacrifice, wisdom, and nurturing spirit.
Mothers reflect God’s tender care and steadfast love, often serving as the first
example of faith and grace for their children.

Proverbs 31:25-28 beautifully describes a woman of strength and dignity:
 “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. She
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over
the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children
arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her.”

On this day, let us give thanks for the mothers who have nurtured us, prayed for
us, and helped shape who we are. Whether a mother by birth, adoption,
mentorship, or spiritual guidance, these women exemplify God’s love in action.

For those who may find Mother’s Day difficult—due to loss, longing, or
complicated relationships—know that God’s love surrounds you with comfort and
healing. Psalm 34:18 reminds us, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit.”

Let us pray for all mothers and caregivers: that God would strengthen them,
refresh their spirits, and bless their labor of love. May we also be inspired to
support and honor them beyond this day, reflecting the grace and kindness of
Christ in our daily lives.

Happy Mother’s Day to all who nurture, love, and lead with God’s heart.

On a personal note, I want to express my sincere gratitude to SCCW for the past
seven years. Thank you for welcoming me with open arms, for nurturing the
calling God placed on my life, and for encouraging me to persevere through times
of trial and hardship. Together, we celebrated joyful moments, walked through
difficult seasons, and shared quiet times of fellowship.

I’m also deeply thankful for the trust you placed in me during the past
eight months through your spiritual care and Scriptural teachings. I will
never forget any of you—or the meaningful time we shared in this place. 

A SPECIAL REFLECTION FOR MOTHER’S DAY

WWW.SECONDCONGREGATIONAL.ORG

MAY MEETINGS

Meetings are where‌
decisions are made.‌

If you are on a board or‌ ‌
committee it's your‌

responsibility‌
to attend meetings.

Rev. January’s email:     1shepherd4god@gmail.com      Telephone:    207-409-4409

Rev. January Peavey
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May 1 - May Day
May 2 - 4pm - Pizza party and Church endowment funds informational meeting
May 3 - Rev. January last Sunday in the Pulpit
May 5 - Tuesday 4-8PM - Flatbread Pizza fundraiser for our Cub Scout Troop 254.
May 10 - Happy Mother’s Day
May 10 - Pastor Heidi Grueser first Sunday in the Pulpit
May 10 - Welcome brunch after service hosted by the Pastoral Search Committee
May 14 - 5:30pm First Public church supper of the season 
May 25 - Memorial Day

KEEP IN MIND:    Sunday, May 3 will mark Rev. January's final Sunday in our Pulpit.  You
are welcome to bring cards and well wishes for her. And of course, there will be cake!!!

Karen Carpenter Family
Connie Heath
Muriel Knutson
Peggy Libby
Stuart Mank
Nola Studley
Walter Pendleton
Cindy Gammon
Jason Heath
Janette Small

This Prayer List is designed to
inspire you to keep these cherished
individuals in your thoughts and
prayers throughout the week. If you
would like to add someone to this
list, please seek their permission
before proceeding. (We understand
that this may not always be
feasible.) If your loved one has
experienced the healing grace of
God, kindly inform us so we can
remove them from the prayer list. 

Heavenly Father, in Your boundless compassion, we ask that You bring healing and
recovery to those mentioned. Please touch them with Your healing hand and
restore their strength. Alleviate their pain and mend what is broken. Surround
them with Your peace and comfort. In Jesus’ Name, we pray for… 

Romeo Jackson by Melody S.
Ann & Peter Gribbin by Melody S.
Lorraine Strout by Walter K.
Becky Tipp by Carole S.
Esther Baldwin
Fanny Faye Davis
Deborah Smith
Norman Gauthier by Michelle
Rev. Robin Honaker
Kathy Lanphier

6 Gus & Becky Ruggieri
15 Steve & Susan Lombardo
18 Jeff & Hope Creighton
19 Wayne & Robin Quinn

Prayer‌ ‌
Requests 

If your special day
is not listed please
contact the office. 

M  A  Y
B i r t h d ays    - - -    A n n i v e r s a r i e s

May Suggested Donations: 

Canned Veggies
Apple Sauce

Canned Fruits
Can/Dry pet food

Fill the Barrel

Bread for the Journey Food Pantry
also accepts monetary donations.

our barrel has been empty of late,
please consider a donation.

i m p o r ta n t  d at e s  a n d  h a p p e n i n g s

2  Nancy Braun
3  Mary Field
3  Sonja Wyllie
9  Pat Libby
9 Wesley Richardson
15 Sandra Overlock
16 Barbara Hart
19 Weston Ames
25 Jack Hobden
27 Sam Chapman
29 Cindy Gardner
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meeting 
I M P O R TA N T

WOW! don’t we look
amazing? The chairs are not
only comfortable and look
nice, they are lightweight!!
Thank you to the Ladies
Circle for the purchase of 20
of these and the rest from
the church.

On Saturday May 2  at 4pm there will be an informational meeting in the downstairs
fellowship room. At the last annual meeting a motion was made and carried that we would
have this meeting to inform and familiarize the entire congregation of these funds. Rev.
January will be giving a firsthand accounting of exactly how our Minister’s Discretionary
Fund operates and the good it has done for so many people.  Also on hand will be one of
the board members of the Hamlin & Inez Bowes Fund explaining how that fund came to us
and how it is managed.  You will also have an opportunity to ask questions. To show our
appreciation, we will be serving pizza and drinks so please consider attending.

nd

Join Lee’s family as they 
celebrate his life on 

Saturday May 2nd. at 12:00pm.
Our beloved Lee is missed by many.

Tuesday May 5th from 4 to 8pm at
Flatbread Pizza in Rockport - come and

support our cub scouts for this fun food
fundraiser. This is the 20  year we have

been sponsoring the Warren Scout troops.

th
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Easter Easter 
HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGS

What a wonderful Holy Week we experienced! Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
service, Sunrise, and Easter Sunday. A heartfelt thank you to Rev. January for her
significantly inspiring services. She truly made each moment feel exceptionally
heartwarming and spiritual.

The Easter Chancel was lovely. Thank
you Kathy Lanphier and all those who

purchased the memorial flowers.
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Thank  you men’s group under the leadership of Dave Landry, for another
delicious Easter breakfast, and they did not burn the bacon.

Below: the children who attend the egg paiting event enjoyed a lovely Easter
story read by Rev. January.  
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Everyone had fun participating in the egg painting event, young and not so young!
There was a visit from the Easter Bunny which all the chldren and adults enjoyed.
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Dear Church family,

On Saturday, April 4th, we held our 5th annual egg painting event. Beginning at 9:30am,
Reverend January shared the story of the resurrection with around twenty children and
their family members, bringing the message of Jesus to life in a way that was engaging
and heartfelt for all. The children gathered on the floor while their family members sat in
the pews and listened to the reading of the Easter Story.

Following the reading, Reverend January surprised the children, having each one choose
a colored backpack to take home. It was an awesome surprise.

Afterward, families gathered downstairs where the children were set up to paint their
wooden eggs. As they painted, the children also had fun participating in “guess the
number” jars, and three happy children won containers of Easter chocolates. We also
raffled off wooden eggs and paint.

The Easter Bunny made a very special appearance. While there were a few tears, the visit
was a happy and memorable addition to a day that brought a lot of laughter and
excitement.  Cookies, donuts, punch, and coffee were made available and well enjoyed
thanks to everyone who helped. Participants were sent home with popcorn and goldfish,
and many smiles.

While I was unable to attend due to illness, I am beyond grateful to everyone who pulled
together to make it a special day for the kids of the community.

On April 26th, we joined together for the Bingo luncheon after the morning service and
were happy to have the opportunity to meet Pastor Heidi's daughters. We look forward to
seeing them in Sunday school and having a memorable upcoming year.

With gratitude,
Monique

board ofboard of
christian educationchristian education

On April 26th Caring and Sharing Sisters hosted a fun bingo luncheon. The
Hobden Family could not stop winning. We had three special guests, Pastor
Heidi, Koral and Gracie. What a treat to see them again. We look forward to
having them here with us.  A special thanks to the Men’s group for their help
and to Walter our fun bingo caller. Caring & Sharing meet Friday May 1  at
10am. We always welcome new members. Join us.

st
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Celebrating 13 Years of the Children’s Clothing Exchange

What began with just a few baby garments displayed on a small table in the upper
room has flourished into a vibrant ministry. After a few months it grew and needed to
be moved to the downstairs fellowship hall, where dedicated volunteers gathered
every Saturday to set up, take down tables, and box up clothing all in one day. Their
commitment was and still is truly commendable.

As the Clothes’ Closet continued to grow, the Warren Baptist Church offered us a
space when they acquired and renovated the Old Brick School. In 2017, we
established our presence there as the Children’s Clothing Exchange. We extend our
heartfelt thanks to the Baptist Church for including us in this wonderful community
space.

During Rev. Andy’s time with us, he held a meeting with volunteers before our move
to the brick school, asking each person about their vision for the ministry. One
volunteer expressed a desire “...to have a JCPenney's.” Interestingly, most of our
clothing racks were purchased from JCPenney when they closed their doors. Today,
our ministry remains as active as ever.

Susan Lombardo has generously and tirelessly overseen this initiative for many
years. The Exchange is open every Thursday from 9 to 11 a.m., coinciding with the
Food Pantry, and consistently welcomes ten or more visitors each week.

This ministry relies solely on donations of clothing. If you would like to make a
monetary donation, please make checks payable to the Second Congregational
Church with Missions/CCE written in the footnote. For those interested in volunteering,
please reach out to Susan Lombardo.

                                                        Congratulations, CCE!
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On Sunday April 19th we celebrated and honored our Children’s Clothing Exchange.
Thanks to everyone for the clothing donations and to those who help sustain this
ministry.  Thanks to the Baptist Church for the space and a special thank you to the
SCCW Bowes Fund for their generous donation of $1300.00.  Onward to 13 more
years!!!   Blessings - Susan L.

Also on On Sunday, April 19th, (this was a busy day), Paul Knutson was baptized and
officially joined the church. The Deacons offered their hand of fellowship, and the
Knutson family were present to support Paul. Also, after many years of attending, Freda
Hill became a member. We warmly welcome both of them into our congregation.

Baptism 
and

Membership
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CCCMe State CCCMe State MEETINGMEETING
On April 25  several of us visited the beautiful South Parish Congregational Church UCC. If
you ever get the opportunity, we highly recommend visiting. This church is stunning.  On the
trip were Rev. January, Pat Weaver, Kathy Borzelli (Delegate), Carolyn Robinson (Delegate),
Marcia Cifaldo, Sharon Landry, Donna Lewis, Susan Lombardo, Becky Ruggieri, and Gayle
White.  We always represent well at these meetings and we encourage you to attend, at least
once.  You will enjoy it. Unfortunatly we didn’t get a group photo but we did get these below.

th

Rev. Mark Tanner, (left) CCCMe Moderator, discussed church growth alongside Rev. Dr. Gerry
Krupp, Executive Director of the NACCC. What an honor to meet him. The day began with
breakfast and socializing, followed by a hymn sing in the sanctuary.  We enjoyed a catered
lunch before a business meeting where new officers were elected. Ending the event was a
brief service with communion and beautiful organ music by Paster Peter Stickney from
Newfield.  The work of CCCMe in collaboration with the NA is commendable. Upcoming
events include the NACCC annual meeting from June 27-30 in Springfield, Massachusetts, and
the CCCMe Fall State meeting on October 17th at the Sebago Center.  A more indepth account
of this day is on the next page.

One of five
gifted Tiffany
Stained Glass

windows at the
church.
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CCCMe Annual Spring Meeting  
South Parish Congregational Church, Augusta Maine

April 25, 2026

The meeting started out with January and I arriving at the Church and meeting with Mark Tanner,
Fred Fortier and Vance Jordan. Very soon the rest of our church walked in; Marcia, Sharon, Susan,
Donna, Kathy, Gayle, Becky and Carolyn, as always we were the largest group there. The Executive
committee of CCCMe put on the breakfast of donuts, muffins, fruit and breakfast pizza, plenty of
coffee and juice.

After breakfast and fellowship with other member churches, we went into the beautiful sanctuary
with very high ceilings and the most beautiful organ, high in the loft, that I have ever seen. The
organist was Marcia Gallagher from the South Parish church.  

Welcome was given by Rev. Mark Tanner of Skowhegan Federated Church. Rev. Doug Drown of Little
Deer Isle Church also welcomed all then introduced Rev. Steve Richards from So. Parish church who
had words of welcome and was happy to host our meeting and enjoy his church, he then proceeded
to give a brief history of the church. 

Rev. Fred Fortier of Sebago gave the opening prayer. Rev. Peter Stickney of Newfield gave an essay
on how you should sing to the Lord God, with full voices, from the heart. 

We then proceeded with a hymn sing. We sang and glorified God with several beautiful songs, one In
particular that was written by Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878–1969), a prominent American pastor,
wrote the hymn "God of Grace and God of Glory" in 1930 at his summer home in Boothbay Harbor,
Maine. He wrote it for the opening of the Riverside Church in New York City. He said “When in Our
Music, God is Glorified.”  Rev. Drown also spoke of Curtis Beach, (Cambridge, Massachusetts,
February 9, 1914--February 23, 1993, Bangor, Maine). Comes from several generations of ministers,
wrote “Praise to the Living God.” He also said “Not to be afraid to live, love and die knowing God will
be with you. Above all, sing Joyously.”

We adjourned to the Fellowship where Rev. Tanner introduced Rev. Dr. Gerry Krupp, Executive
Director of NACCC in Wisconsin. He spoke of the many resources that the NACCC has to offer, he
also praised his staff, whom he couldn’t do without, especially Laura Wright, she handles
connections and provides lay minister training programs, Scholarships, and transportation with
churches of the NACCC. Rev. Mark Tanner has also joined in this with her.

Rev. Peter Stickney spoke on how grateful he was that the NACCC helped him go the Minister
Convocation in Chicago. How important it is for ministers to gather, relax and support each other,
spoke on the beautiful Lady of the Lake Church.

continued next page...
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Rev. Krupp also spoke of the rest of his staff and praised them all for their support, also the
Congregationalist; which is one of the oldest periodicals in history. He spoke of the lapse or closing
of 23 NACCC churches but he also spoke of the 77 potential churches coming to NACCC. He spoke
of how we need to go into the community, knock on doors with care and content. He also spoke on
the Plentiful Gifts Program, he told me that he is proud of my team at Rockland Congregational
church and that other churches are looking up to us and what we are doing. I was so proud.

Peggy Griffin will be my new Mentor in place of Scott Chase who stepped down for personal
reasons. The team will be joining a retreat at the NACCC Annual meeting in June.

Some of the observations Rev. Krupp made were;
Churches with a big heart are experiencing growth by going into the community &reaching out.
Churches need to speak God’s word not social circumstances.
Leading the church in Covenant and Mission statements. 
Finding the beginning of the churches vision.
Communities need to have Congregational presence in the community.

Luncheon Fellowship: a catered lunch by Tara Savage-salad, sliders, mac & cheese, brownies and
margarita punch (without the tequila). 

Business Meeting: Highlights: 
After Roll call, it was said 2 churches have closed. East Baldwin and Biddeford. 
New officers elected:

              Moderator - Rev. Fred Fortier
              Vice- Moderator - Rev. Mark Tanner
              Scribe - Brenda Gammon
              Treasurer - Pat Weaver
              Webmaster - Carolyn Robinson

Ambassadors-Rev. Carl Scriber, Rev. Doug Drown, Rev. Mike Carter, Rev. Craig Posey.
Redistricting and maybe adding districts in the near future.
2026 Fall Meeting will be October 17 at Sebago Church.
2027 Spring Meeting will be in April/May at Rockland Congregational Church.
2027 Fall Meeting will be at Jonesport?

Camp Winnie will be closed this summer, needs revitalization and new blood to help. Many
suggestions on website, Facebook, zoom and e-blast later. This will be taken into consideration. 

We moved back into the Sanctuary for communion by Rev. Drown and Rev. Richardson and we were
surprised with Rev. Stickney playing an absolutely beautiful, haunting piece on the organ, Thank
you Peter, a perfect end to a beautiful sunny day full of fellowship. The Executive Council did a
wonderful job.

Submitted by:
Pat Weaver
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On Saturday April 25  I attended the CCCME State meeting a the South Parish
Congregational Church in Augusta. A highlight of the meeting for me was touring the
Augusta Overnight Warming Center located in an annex of the Church. The church minister,
Rev. Nathan Richards took us on the tour.

th

      “People who are homeless are not social inadequates. They are people withouth homes”.

The warming center is open from Nov. 15  thru May 15  overnight from 5PM to 7AM. They
have cots for 40 individuals. They provide showers, laundry, light food and onsite resources
throughout the year.

th th

Quote from their website: “ ’We love because He first loved us’ 1 John 4:10. 
It is really that simple. We are called to love and care for those in need. 

Everyone needs shelter and it is not our mission to judge who 
deserves shelter and who does not.”

Seeing the dormitory rooms with their lines of cots, for me, was a window into part of the
life of the homeless. Privacy seemed to be a luxury. When people come into the shelter, they
leave their things in individual lockers in the admission room. There is a fairly extensive check
in process to go through.  Individuals are allowed to spend the night if they are under the
influence of any intoxicants. However, they are not allowed to use intoxicants while they are
at the Shelter. They are not allowed to leave and come back inside once they are there for
the night. Yes, they have had issues, there are three volunteers on duty overnight.

This church, in conjunction with other faith communities, also provides community meals
every Saturday night.  

“Our doors - and our hearts - are open. All are welcome”.

The church building is beautiful; the church family is truly inspiring.

Gayle White

PERSPECTIVE 
 ‌state meeting 
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In 2019, a very special young woman walked into our church to sing for us on a
Sunday morning. At that time, Nancy vanVuuren was our music minister. The
beautiful voice, the first notes she sang, required only one rehearsal. January
captivated our congregation that Sunday, and her performance was warmly
embraced by everyone and so was she.

As the years passed, January deepened her faith, and we had the privilege of
supporting her studies with the NACCC as she pursued her calling to become a
minister. She graduated with outstanding success. We watched her grow, not only
in her faith but in her new relationship with Jonathan, now her husband. When Rev.
Bette retired from our ministry, January was readily available and eager to step in
as our interim Pastor.

A search committee was formed, and on a bittersweet note, they quickly found a
suitable candidate for our congregation.

Though Rev. January’s time in our pulpit was brief, she blessed us with her presence
every single Sunday and she continued to sing with our choir and perform solos.
Her Sunday sermons were filled with wisdom and compassion, touching the hearts
of those who gathered each week. Her genuine kindness and understanding
brought comfort to many, and her leadership helped to guide us through times of
change with grace.

We are very grateful for the dedication and love she has shown to our community.
Rev. January’s ability to connect with each member of our congregation has left an
indelible mark, and her influence will be felt for years to come.

As she continues her journey in ministry, we wish her every blessing and success.
We know that wherever she goes, she will bring the same warmth and spirit that
she shared with us. Thank you, Rev. January, for your unwavering commitment and
for the light you have brought into our lives.

I for one, will miss our times together in the office.  

With endearing love and respect,
Carolyn Robinson
Office Administrator and Editor

T O  R E V .  J A N U A R Y  P E A V E Y  -  D O D G ET O  R E V .  J A N U A R Y  P E A V E Y  -  D O D G E

A LETTER OF THANKSA LETTER OF THANKS
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Current office hours are:‌   
Wednesday and Thursday‌   
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM‌   

Newsletters are sent out via mail and email once a
month, typically on or around the first of the month.‌   

Submissions for the newsletter must be received ON or
BEFORE the 28th of each month.‌   

If you would like a printed newsletter mailed to you,
please reach out to the office. Printed copies are
available upon request.‌   

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
If you are a member of any board or committee, you

automatically become part of the church council, and
your attendance at the bi-monthly church council

meetings is expected and highly encouraged.‌   

DATE‌        ‌ATTENDANCE‌       ‌OFFERING‌     ‌MISSIONS 
03/29/26          47                $1248.00        $115.00
04/06/26          61                  2623.00          313.00
04/12/26           56                  1355.00          261.00
04/19/26           56                   944.00           78.00
04/26/26          53                   930.00              N/A

Bottle Redemption benefits the‌  
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
Returnable bin is in the downstairs‌  

Fellowship room. We thank you‌  
kindly for your donations. 

To Volunteer at the‌  
Children’s Clothing Exchange, contact‌  

CCE Director - Susan Lombardo‌
  207-701-7622‌   

FROM THE OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Don’t forget....

To conserve energy, if you turn the
heat UP in any rooms be sure to

turn it back DOWN to 58deg.  

For safety reasons, on Sunday morning
all church doors, upstairs and downstairs
are locked at 10:15am. If you arrive after
that time, you will not be able to get in.

Reminder...

SCCW CONTACT INFO: 

REV. JANUARY EMAIL‌
‌1shepherd4god@gmail.com 

OFFICE ADMIN: Carolyn Robinson 
 office.sccw@tds.net 

TREASURER: Patricia Weaver 
 treasurer.sccw@tds.net 

TRUSTEE CHAIR: Jeff Creighton 
 jeffcreighton@gmail.com 

DIACONATE CHAIR: Becky Ruggieri‌
beckyngus@yahoo.com 

Give a gift at any time. Simple and Secure.
For your convenience on-line giving is

available. If you are reading this on your
laptop, phone or tablet, click  HERE 

to make a secure donation.‌  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sunday Hospitality
First Sunday - Men’s Group  

Second Sunday - Ladies Circle  
Third Sunday - The Congregation  

Fourth Sunday - Caring and Sharing Sisters  
Fifth Sunday (if applicable) - The Congregation 

ALL SEATED YOGA and EXERCISE
Monday - Wednesday - Friday - 8:30 to 9:00-am

Stretch, strength and flexibility. All welcome!
Free Video Class

Thank you for your continued support. Page 15
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	MAY 2026
	A SPECIAL REFLECTION FOR MOTHER’S DAY
	MAY MEETINGS
	Meetings are where decisions are made. If you are on a board or  committee it's your responsibility to attend meetings.

	Prayer  Requests
	Heavenly Father, in Your boundless compassion, we ask that You bring healing and recovery to those mentioned. Please touch them with Your healing hand and restore their strength. Alleviate their pain and mend what is broken. Surround them with Your peace and comfort. In Jesus’ Name, we pray for…
	Karen Carpenter Family Connie Heath Muriel Knutson Peggy Libby Stuart Mank Nola Studley Walter Pendleton Cindy Gammon Jason Heath Janette Small
	Romeo Jackson by Melody S. Ann & Peter Gribbin by Melody S. Lorraine Strout by Walter K. Becky Tipp by Carole S. Esther Baldwin Fanny Faye Davis Deborah Smith Norman Gauthier by Michelle Rev. Robin Honaker Kathy Lanphier



	M A Y Birthdays   ---   Anniversaries
	Fill the Barrel
	May Suggested Donations:
	Canned Veggies Apple Sauce Canned Fruits Can/Dry pet food
	2  Nancy Braun 3  Mary Field 3  Sonja Wyllie 9  Pat Libby 9 Wesley Richardson 15 Sandra Overlock 16 Barbara Hart 19 Weston Ames 25 Jack Hobden 27 Sam Chapman 29 Cindy Gardner
	If your special day is not listed please contact the office.

	Bread for the Journey Food Pantry also accepts monetary donations. our barrel has been empty of late, please consider a donation.


	important dates and happenings
	May 1 - May Day
	May 2 - 4pm - Pizza party and Church endowment funds informational meeting
	May 3 - Rev. January last Sunday in the Pulpit
	May 5 - Tuesday 4-8PM - Flatbread Pizza fundraiser for our Cub Scout Troop 254.
	May 10 - Happy Mother’s Day
	May 10 - Pastor Heidi Grueser first Sunday in the Pulpit
	May 10 - Welcome brunch after service hosted by the Pastoral Search Committee
	May 14 - 5:30pm First Public church supper of the season
	May 25 - Memorial Day
	KEEP IN MIND:    Sunday, May 3 will mark Rev. January's final Sunday in our Pulpit.  You are welcome to bring cards and well wishes for her. And of course, there will be cake!!!

	IMPORTANT

	meeting
	On Saturday May 2nd at 4pm there will be an informational meeting in the downstairs fellowship room. At the last annual meeting a motion was made and carried that we would have this meeting to inform and familiarize the entire congregation of these funds. Rev. January will be giving a firsthand accounting of exactly how our Minister’s Discretionary Fund operates and the good it has done for so many people.  Also on hand will be one of the board members of the Hamlin & Inez Bowes Fund explaining how that fund came to us and how it is managed.  You will also have an opportunity to ask questions. To show our appreciation, we will be serving pizza and drinks so please consider attending.
	Join Lee’s family as they  celebrate his life on  Saturday May 2nd. at 12:00pm. Our beloved Lee is missed by many.
	WOW! don’t we look amazing? The chairs are not only comfortable and look nice, they are lightweight!!  Thank you to the Ladies Circle for the purchase of 20 of these and the rest from the church.

	Easter
	HAPPENINGS

	Thank  you men’s group under the leadership of Dave Landry, for another delicious Easter breakfast, and they did not burn the bacon.
	Below: the children who attend the egg paiting event enjoyed a lovely Easter story read by Rev. January.
	Everyone had fun participating in the egg painting event, young and not so young! There was a visit from the Easter Bunny which all the chldren and adults enjoyed.
	board of
	christian education

	Celebrating 13 Years of the Children’s Clothing Exchange
	Congratulations, CCE!
	Baptism  and Membership
	CCCMe State

	MEETING
	One of five gifted Tiffany Stained Glass windows at the church.

	CCCMe Annual Spring Meeting   South Parish Congregational Church, Augusta Maine April 25, 2026
	The meeting started out with January and I arriving at the Church and meeting with Mark Tanner, Fred Fortier and Vance Jordan. Very soon the rest of our church walked in; Marcia, Sharon, Susan, Donna, Kathy, Gayle, Becky and Carolyn, as always we were the largest group there. The Executive committee of CCCMe put on the breakfast of donuts, muffins, fruit and breakfast pizza, plenty of coffee and juice.
	After breakfast and fellowship with other member churches, we went into the beautiful sanctuary with very high ceilings and the most beautiful organ, high in the loft, that I have ever seen. The organist was Marcia Gallagher from the South Parish church.
	Welcome was given by Rev. Mark Tanner of Skowhegan Federated Church. Rev. Doug Drown of Little Deer Isle Church also welcomed all then introduced Rev. Steve Richards from So. Parish church who had words of welcome and was happy to host our meeting and enjoy his church, he then proceeded to give a brief history of the church.
	Rev. Fred Fortier of Sebago gave the opening prayer. Rev. Peter Stickney of Newfield gave an essay on how you should sing to the Lord God, with full voices, from the heart.
	We then proceeded with a hymn sing. We sang and glorified God with several beautiful songs, one In particular that was written by Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878–1969), a prominent American pastor, wrote the hymn "God of Grace and God of Glory" in 1930 at his summer home in Boothbay Harbor, Maine. He wrote it for the opening of the Riverside Church in New York City. He said “When in Our Music, God is Glorified.”  Rev. Drown also spoke of Curtis Beach, (Cambridge, Massachusetts, February 9, 1914--February 23, 1993, Bangor, Maine). Comes from several generations of ministers, wrote “Praise to the Living God.” He also said “Not to be afraid to live, love and die knowing God will be with you. Above all, sing Joyously.”
	We adjourned to the Fellowship where Rev. Tanner introduced Rev. Dr. Gerry Krupp, Executive Director of NACCC in Wisconsin. He spoke of the many resources that the NACCC has to offer, he also praised his staff, whom he couldn’t do without, especially Laura Wright, she handles connections and provides lay minister training programs, Scholarships, and transportation with churches of the NACCC. Rev. Mark Tanner has also joined in this with her.
	Rev. Peter Stickney spoke on how grateful he was that the NACCC helped him go the Minister Convocation in Chicago. How important it is for ministers to gather, relax and support each other, spoke on the beautiful Lady of the Lake Church.
	continued next page...
	Rev. Krupp also spoke of the rest of his staff and praised them all for their support, also the Congregationalist; which is one of the oldest periodicals in history. He spoke of the lapse or closing of 23 NACCC churches but he also spoke of the 77 potential churches coming to NACCC. He spoke of how we need to go into the community, knock on doors with care and content. He also spoke on the Plentiful Gifts Program, he told me that he is proud of my team at Rockland Congregational church and that other churches are looking up to us and what we are doing. I was so proud.
	Peggy Griffin will be my new Mentor in place of Scott Chase who stepped down for personal reasons. The team will be joining a retreat at the NACCC Annual meeting in June.
	Some of the observations Rev. Krupp made were;
	Churches with a big heart are experiencing growth by going into the community &reaching out.
	Churches need to speak God’s word not social circumstances.
	Leading the church in Covenant and Mission statements.
	Finding the beginning of the churches vision.
	Communities need to have Congregational presence in the community.
	Luncheon Fellowship: a catered lunch by Tara Savage-salad, sliders, mac & cheese, brownies and margarita punch (without the tequila).
	Business Meeting: Highlights:
	After Roll call, it was said 2 churches have closed. East Baldwin and Biddeford.
	New officers elected:
	Moderator - Rev. Fred Fortier               Vice- Moderator - Rev. Mark Tanner               Scribe - Brenda Gammon               Treasurer - Pat Weaver               Webmaster - Carolyn Robinson
	Ambassadors-Rev. Carl Scriber, Rev. Doug Drown, Rev. Mike Carter, Rev. Craig Posey.
	Redistricting and maybe adding districts in the near future.
	2026 Fall Meeting will be October 17 at Sebago Church.
	2027 Spring Meeting will be in April/May at Rockland Congregational Church.
	2027 Fall Meeting will be at Jonesport?
	Camp Winnie will be closed this summer, needs revitalization and new blood to help. Many suggestions on website, Facebook, zoom and e-blast later. This will be taken into consideration.
	We moved back into the Sanctuary for communion by Rev. Drown and Rev. Richardson and we were surprised with Rev. Stickney playing an absolutely beautiful, haunting piece on the organ, Thank you Peter, a perfect end to a beautiful sunny day full of fellowship. The Executive Council did a wonderful job.
	Submitted by: Pat Weaver
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